
The story so far…and the road ahead



Media as subject has entered the boundaries of schools

One of the key point made by the National Curriculum Framework 2005 i.e. 
connecting knowledge to the life outside the school, has actually opened 
the door for media studies

The way other subjects like history, geography, maths, languages etc are 
taught at school. Similarly, there is a need to teach media as a subject at 
school level. 





The second phase focused on the mapping of Media Literacy 
initiatives across the world. 

A document was prepared titled “Media Literacy initiatives across 
the world". The document is the collation of print and electronic 
material available on media literacy initiatives in various part of the 
world.



In case of India, various experts from the field of media, media educators 
and media literacy experts were interviewed and a comprehensive print 
report was prepared. 

Three video programs on media literacy initiatives in India were also 
produced. 

http://nroer.gov.in/gstudio/resources/videos/show/54274/

http://nroer.gov.in/gstudio/resources/videos/show/54274/


This phase was followed by the second phase in which reading material was 
prepared for students as well as teachers. 

Challenges 
Most teachers were unfamiliar with the subject 
Teachers Parents and students felt introduction of subject may increase 
curriculum load.
This problem was addressed by offering it as an elective



School teachers were also trained in media literacy. Various media 
educators and the experts handling media literacy projects were invited to 
share their experiences with the teachers. 

The training programs were huge success with more than 200 teachers 
being trained in face to face mode. That was the first time in India when 
such training programs on media literacy were organized for teachers. 





Media studies as a subject was introduced in schools as a pilot project. 
Teachers who were open to the idea of having media discourse at school 
level were quite apprehensive of having it in the form of another new 
subject. 

According to them introduction of new subject would add to the curriculum 
load and also they shared their unpreparedness to handle the subject. 

A twist in the story: CBSE course material/Whistling Woods/Training 
Programmes



We tried both the strategies to introduce media studies at school level
Integrating it with other subjects like language or social science. 
Offering it as a standalone subject.

Consultation meet with teachers

Then came the idea of establishing media clubs in schools



To develop among students an understanding of the effects of mass media 
on themselves as individuals and also upon society and how the media 
influence our understanding of reality. 

To develop skills to deconstruct media messages by making them 
understand the constructed nature of media.

To develop skills to encourage the production of creative media messages.

To encourage students to express their feelings and thoughts through media 
messages they produce

To introduce students to various career opportunities in mass media.



Media club cordinator
President- principal
Secretary- vice principal
Four members : teachers/experts from media or media education



• Media Diary
• School Newspaper
• Expression through Pictures 
• Documentary
• Screening
• Media Advocacy
• Media Literacy Activities 
• Interface with Media 
• Media Club on Facebook
• Media Club Blog
• ‘Media Club Experience’ Seminar



Strengths
Dedicated & trained media club coordinators
Need for media discourse in classrooms and acceptance 
amongst schools for this project 
CLUB concept has its own advantages as compared to having 
new subject
Experience of media club coordinators



Weaknesses
No incentives for schools/media  club coordinator to continue 
with the project
Focus is more on construction than on analysis exercise
Inadequate training to teachers
Media clubs as part of CCE
Infrastructure at school
Lack of monitoring mechanism



Opportunities
Tie up with Regional Institute of education, KVS and NVS for the Nation wide 
media literacy campaign
Tie up with the schemes like RMSA, KGBV and SSA 
Involvement of local media 
To have nation wide study on media habits of school children
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Strengthen existing Media Clubs
Formulation of National Policy on MIL ( I & B / MHRD)
Introduction of MIL component in Mass Communication Courses
MIL Volunteers ( Media Institutes)
Offering mooc on MIL ( IGNOU)
Online platform to connect MIL initiatives ( IIMC)
Introduction of MIL in B.Ed courses



Bring all these 
organisations together


